
MAKING A PLAN AND KEEPING RECORDS

***An Animal Unit (AU) or its equivalent is equal to one mature cow of approximately 1000 pounds and a calf as old as 3 months.

Kind of Forage Acres Yield
AUMs*/Acre

Animal Unit Months (AUMs)

Jan. Feb.Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.Dec. Total

1 Brome 20 6.0 24 30 - - 24 24 18 120

2 Alfalfa/Brome 15 6.6 12 15 15 12 8 8 8 78

3 BFT/Orchard 20 5.0 16 - 26 26 20 10 4 102

4 BFT/Fescue 20 5.0 10 20 - - 30 20 20 100

5 Big Bluestem 15 6.6 - - 36 36 30 - - 102

Total Available 62 65 77 74 112 62 50 502

Pasture forage availability -T able 1
Field

Number

6 Alfalfa/Brome 15 6.0 90 Ton 5/25 7/1 8/10

Field
Number

Kind of 
Forage Acres

Estimated Yield 
(Tons)

Per/Acre Total
Total Animal Unit
Months (AUMs)

Cutting 
Dates

7 Corn Residue** 200 100

8 Alfalfa/Brome 8 4.8 38 Ton 5/25 7/1 8/10

Total Available (Hay)

**Assumed 2 acre/cow/month. Weather will affect availability of crop residues.

Hay or supplemental forage availability - Table 2

Kind of
Livestock

Number of
Animals

Animal Unit
(AU)*** 
Factor

Animal
Units (AUs)

Animal Units Needed Per Month

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June JulyAug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

1500 lb. 
bull 2

1200 lb. 
cow 50

1000 lb.
horse

Calves
(over 3 mo.)

45

Yearlings

Ewes

Total Needs

Total Available from Tables 1 & 2

Difference

1.5 3.0

60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60

14 14 14 14 14

1.2 60

1.0

.3 14

.7

.2

Livestock needs-Table 3

63 63 63 63 63 63 63 77 77 77 77 77

62 65 77 74 112 62 50

-1 +2 +14 -3 +35 -15 -27

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

18

*An Animal Unit Month (AUM) is the amount of forage required by an Animal Unit (AU) for one month.


